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C D / S A C D  P L A Y E R

Laurent Thorin

This is the first time that VUmètre has tested a CH Precision component. It is generally wiser to start from  
the beginning, so let’s dive into the universe of the Swiss manufacturer with the CD player/transport. Successor 
of the famous D1, the D1.5 looks like its twin at first glance. But don’t be fooled by the identical exterior. Inside, 
the organs have evolved significantly. After a dozen years of good and faithful service, it was part necessity and 
part opportunity that persuaded CH Precision to make such a complete revision. But as a result, this could well 
be the ultimate digital audio player in our opinion!
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Why buy a CD/SACD player in 2022?
With the growing penetration of network playback and 
the increasing popularity of black discs among audio-
philes, is there still room for optical discs? For the Swiss 
manufacturer, this isn’t even a question. Florian Cossy 
explains it very clearly: “With the constant development 
of new production techniques, new materials and even 
new formats, the optical disc has never sounded so 
good. The emergence of Glass CD, SHM discs, UHQCD, 
and new formats such as MQA-CD, has improved per-
formance, giving the CD and SACD a renewed relevance. 
There are millions of discs in circulation that can de-
liver superb performance. Concurrently, the industry’s 
disinterest in the medium has caused a decline in the 
quality of playback equipment, undermining these ad-
vances and obscuring their true value. With a contem-
porary, high-performance machine, CDs and SACDs can 
offer wonderful sound and music performance.”
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